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May 27, 2023 `10:00 a.m.  St. Augus�ne Cathedral 

Ordina�on to the Priesthood of Rev. Jack Pfeiffer 

(Acts 20:17-18, 28-32,36; 1 Pet. 5: 1-4; Lk. 22: 14-20, 24-30) 

Words of Welcome at Beginning of Mass: 

• As a Church, we find ourselves in this “in between �me”---Jesus has 
Ascended………; we long for His promised “Advocate”……; and we are filled 
with an�cipa�on on this, the Eve of the great Solemnity of Pentecost, 
praying once more for a generous outpouring of Graces/Gi�s/Blessings 
upon our Church, especially here in our Diocese. 

• There can be no greater “gi�” than what brings us to our beau�ful 
Cathedral today---the Ordina�on to the Priesthood of one of our own, 
Deacon Jack Pfeiffer. 

• We are about to celebrate this ancient, yet “ever-new”, Rite of Ordina�on 
when, by the laying on of hands and the anoin�ng with Sacred Chrism, Jack 
Christopher Pfeiffer will become a Priest of Jesus Christ, fully prepared to be 
sent forth to various parts of the nine coun�es of our Diocese, to con�nue 
the ongoing mission given to the Church as Jesus was ascending to the 
Father, and empowered by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

• I am very pleased to welcome all who have come here to the Cathedral, as 
well as to all those who may be joining us virtually.   

• In par�cular, I welcome Deacon Jack’s fellow parishioners from St. Margaret 
Parish, Otsego, along with your current Pastor, Fr. Simon Manjooran and 
your former pastor Fr. Don Klingler.   

• I also welcome all our own deacons and priests, and in a special way, Fr. 
Charles Fox, Vice Rector/Dean of Seminarian Forma�on of SHMS; along 
with several of Deacon Jack’s classmates: Deacon Mathew Char�er 
(Marquete---will be ordained on Friday, June 2nd); Deacon Seamus Ketner 
(Lansing)---will be ordained on June 10th; Deacon Colin Lane (Har�ord, Ct) 
classmate of Deacon Andy Schmidt and good friend of Jack’s.   

• I welcome all of Deacon Jack’s family members, rela�ves and dear friends; 
and in a special way Jack’s Grandparents: David and Vickie Pfeiffer, and 
Karen Schneider, his brother Trey (whose birthday was just yesterday) and 
his sister Elyse, and of course his dear parents, Cindy and Pete. 
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• Last, but certainly not least, I welcome Deacon Jack, Christopher Pfeiffer,  
our Candidate…. 

• As People of Faith on this great Pentecost Vigil, let us prepare ourselves to 
celebrate Jesus’ Presence among us in Word and Sacrament as worthily…  

 

 

 

Homily:                                          Praised be Jesus Christ! 

For the second Saturday in a row, we have come together here in our beau�ful 
Cathedral to celebrate an Ordina�on of one of our young men into the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders-----last Saturday, Deacon Andy Schmidt…..Today we gather to 
celebrate another young man who will be Ordained to the sacred Order of the 
Priesthood of Jesus Christ.  And we do so on what is truly a very special Saturday: 
on the Eve of the powerful Solemnity of Pentecost; and at the beginning of this 
first Holiday weekend of the summer as we prepare to celebrate Memorial Day.  I 
could get used to doing this as a regular Saturday occurrence…… 

But, as we all may be aware, something fairly major has transpired since 
Deacon Andy’s Ordina�on last Saturday, and today. On Tuesday, our Holy Father 
made public his appointment of my Successor, Bishop-Elect Edward M. Lohse, 
un�l now a priest of the Diocese of Erie, as the Fi�h Bishop of our beloved 
Diocese.  (Who by the way just texted me…._)  So, while we won’t come back 
together next Saturday for yet another Ordina�on, I happily proclaim that many of 
us will come together in just about two months, on July25th, to celebrate one 
more Ordina�on, this �me to the third Rank in the Sacrament of Holy Orders---
something a Diocesan Church doesn’t o�en get to witness---when Bishop-Elect 
Lohse will be ordained to the Order of the Episcopate, and will be installed as our 
next Shepherd for all of us here in our Diocese of Kalamazoo.  I am very grateful to 
our Holy Father for this wonderful appointment, and mostly I’m grateful that the 
�ming s�ll allows me the great privilege of celebra�ng today’s Ordina�on for this 
gi�ed and capable young man, as he is about to join the ranks of the Presbyterate 
of our Local Church.   

There’s no more important, nor more joyful, moment in the life of any Diocese 
than the day when a young man is ordained a Priest.  All of us who love the 
Church, and who treasure our Faith, realize how very important Priests are to our 
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Faith lives.  My dear son, Fr. Jose has presented you, and tes�fied to your 
“readiness”.  We heard the thunderous applause that assures us all that those 
present here who know you best---your family, friends, fellow parishioners, and 
members of the Faithful---tes�fy to their confidence in you, and their Joy in this 
special moment.  And the Priests/Faculty of Sacred Heart Seminary have also 
assured me that you have excelled in your Theological studies, and have grown 
substan�ally in your priestly forma�on, over these past 6 years.  So, based on all 
those assurances, I---“relying on the help of the Lord God and of our Savior Jesus 
Christ”----have chosen you, “our brother for the Order of the Priesthood”. 

In our Scripture Readings this morning, which you selected for us to hear, Jack, 
we heard both St. Paul in the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, and St. 
Peter in the Second Reading from his first Leter, talking to their “presbyters”, 
which is another name for “priests”.  We heard Paul urge his “presbyters” to “keep 
watch over yourselves AND over the whole flock.”   He went on a litle further with 
a warning that the “Priest” must protect the flock from “savage wolves”, who may 
come from outside the community, or some�mes even from within, who may try 
to “pervert the Truth”.  So, the Priest must “be vigilant” to make sure that he is 
preaching and teaching only what comes from Jesus, and the Church.   

That’s what St. Peter was urging his “presbyters” to do as well: “Tend the flock 
of God, overseeing it not by constraint but…be examples to the Flock”.  Priests are 
to teach the Truth, not just in words, but also in deeds.  And that means that we 
must not just teach others to love God, to love Jesus, to seek forgiveness for sins, 
to give forgiveness to others for their sins against us----but also ---- first, last and 
always ---- we ourselves must be those who are “on Fire” with Love for God, Love 
for Jesus, those who regularly avail ourselves of the Sacrament of Penance, those 
who faithfully and fervently spend �me in prayer, so that we too can lead others in 
prayer, and bring them the Sacraments. 

While our brother Jack, and our 8 other Seminarians have been studying the 
Theological understanding of what Priesthood means at Sacred Heart Seminary, 
and being formed in how to live virtuous priestly lives, over these last many 
months, our en�re Diocese has also been focused on understanding what 
Priesthood means, spending substan�al periods of �me reflec�ng upon “Priestly 
Life and Ministry” here in our Diocese.   

Nine months ago, on September 8th, the Feast of the Birthday of our Blessed 
Mother, our Diocese launched a “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for 
Voca�ons”; and in January, we began the preliminary phase of our first-ever 
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Diocesan Synod on “Priestly Life and Ministry”.  Over these last two months since 
the official Opening Mass of the Synod on March 8th, our approximately 100 
Synodal delegates, including each of our ac�ve priests, along with representa�ves 
of our Deacons, Religious, and Lay Leadership (including by the way, Jack’s dear 
parents, Cindy and Pete), have met numerous �mes in full sessions, and in 
commitees, reflec�ng on this very issue that is so essen�al to our lives as 
Catholics.   

These Synodal discussions have reminded us that through our Bap�sm, each of 
us became a son or daughter of God Who loves us uncondi�onally.  And through 
our Bap�sm, we were infused with the Holy Spirit, anointed with Chrism, and 
united with Christ as a member of His Body, sharing in the Priestly, Prophe�c and 
Kingly Offices of Jesus Christ.  So, at our Bap�sm, we become a part of the 
Priesthood of the Faithful, and are called to be “witnesses” to Christ in the world--
-to be a reflec�on of Christ to the world.  Being a bap�zed Catholic is so much 
more than just belonging to a Parish, or being guided by Commandments and 
Dogmas for us to believe and live by; we ARE different from those not bap�zed. 
And Jesus’ command that we are to love God with our whole heart, soul, mind 
and strength is the ul�mate Commandment that should guide all that we say and 
do, in every aspect of our lives. 

But that’s different from the Ministerial Priesthood, which you are about to be 
ordained into, my dear Son.  Through Ordina�on, you are conformed to Christ 
Himself.  As Pope St. John Paul II said so well in his beau�ful work en�tled “Gi� 
and Mystery”:  “The priest offers his humanity to Christ, so that Christ may use him 
as an instrument of salvation, making him as it were into another Christ.”  He then 
talks about two primary ways the priest does that: in his daily celebra�on of the 
Mass where he re-presents every day, “in persona Christi”, the redemp�ve 
sacrifice which Christ offered on the Cross. And then secondly, through what the 
Saintly Pope called “the ministry of mercy” when, through the Sacrament of 
Reconcilia�on (Confession), the priest becomes the witness and instrument of 
divine mercy.  And in Pope St. John Paul’s words, “it is in the confessional that the 
priest’s spiritual fatherhood is realized in the fullest way.” 

On the day when your pastor Fr. Don Klingler bap�zed you, Jack, we know that 
God already knew His Plan for you, and began calling you to be a Priest.  But it 
wasn’t un�l recently that you “heard” the Lord’s “call”; that’s when changed your 
life course and took steps to respond wholeheartedly, and began your 
Forma�on/prepara�on to learn more intently what Priestly Life is.  Similarly, for 
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these past 9 months, our Diocese has focused in a new and more inten�onal way, 
on our own understanding of, and apprecia�on for, who and what our Priests are.  
I have urged our Priests themselves during this “Year of Priestly Spiritual 
Renewal”, to prayerfully ask the Holy Spirit to renew each of us, not just in our 
understanding of, but also in our living out of, our Priestly promises. 

But it’s also very important for all of you, our Lay Faithful, to be “renewed” as 
well, and to see that your Priesthood---the Priesthood of the Laity---is at the very 
essence of who you are, and how you need to live your lives, in the midst of our 
world that is not suppor�ve, and in many ways, isn’t slightly interested in 
following even the most basic ways of God.  So, whether we are a ministerial 
Priest, or a member of the Priesthood of the Laity, we are all called to stand up to 
proclaim our Love for God, and to follow Jesus, Who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. 

Deacon Jack, in just a few moments, you will make six very important Promises 
to God through me, in the presence of all gathered here.  As such, you are 
promising 1) to live your life from this moment forward in the in�mate 
rela�onship that every Priest has with the Person of Jesus Christ through your 
collabora�on with your Bishop.  You commit your priestly life to 2) proclaim God’s 
Word faithfully; 3) to celebrate the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and 
Reconcilia�on, worthily; 4) to pray for the Church and your people constantly; 5) 
to consecrate yourself to God, completely; and 6) to promise respect and 
obedience to your Bishop consistently.  And because those 6 promises require 
that you hold nothing back, and that you give yourself totally to what is asked of 
you as a Priest, you can only be successful in keeping those Promises with God’s 
Divine assistance.  That’s why Deacon Jack will prostrate himself on the floor a�er 
making those promises as a sign to us of his own interior disposi�on---the 
complete gi� of his self and his will to what Jesus wants, and needs, him to be and 
do.  Because the moment when I lay my hands on Jack’s head in the solemn act of 
Ordina�on, he becomes configured to Jesus Himself in every part of his mind, 
heart, and soul.  That’s why we pray the Litany of the Saints, asking for their 
intercession, and that’s why we, the Living Church in this world, must promise to 
prayerfully support and encourage him. 

Though the common Priesthood of the Faithful and the Ministerial Priesthood 
differ essen�ally, they are ordered one to another, and each in its own unique 
way, shares in the one Priesthood of Christ. 
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In today’s beau�ful Gospel passage, St. Luke records for us the moment when 
Jesus ins�tuted the Eucharist, and empowered His first priests, the Apostles, to be 
the ones who would have the awesome privilege of con�nuing to make Him 
Present for us un�l the end of �me through this precious Gi�.  We hear our Priests 
repeat these words of Consecra�on at every Holy Mass---words which you will 
pray with me for the first �me in this Mass, my dear son in the Lord---and which 
you will pray tomorrow during your First Mass at St. Margaret’s Church.  They will 
undoubtedly hold incredible significance for you as you pray them for the first 
�me, realizing that now, as a Priest, you are truly “making Christ Present” for your 
brothers and sisters to be their spiritual Food for their Journey of Faith.  But I pray 
that you will be just as “moved” and filled with awe every �me you pray these 
powerful words, even when you get as old as me, now finally old enough to be 
allowed to re�re; because I can assure you that I am s�ll filled with wonder and 
awe realizing the amazing and life-giving privilege that Jesus entrusts to us, His 
Priests—to act in His Name. 

I pray for you, dear Jack, even as I pray for every one of our priests, and all our 
Faithful people---that we will truly be renewed in fervor, as we realize anew every 
day who we are.  And I pray that each of us will be recommited in our par�cular 
responsibili�es, as Priests of Jesus Christ, and as faithful witnesses to Christ in our 
world.   

During our Priests’ Retreat last week, our Retreat Director told a powerful story 
about the importance of Priests that Pope St. John Paul II had relayed to Pope 
Benedict, and which Pope Benedict wrote about in one of his books late in life 
before he died.  I can’t do jus�ce to the way Fr. Herrera told the story, but let me 
try:   

At the end of the Second World War, Eastern Europe largely fell under the 
control of the Soviet Union, which carried out the destruc�on of many churches, 
and resulted in the deaths of many priests.  St. John Paul II recounted to the 
future Pope Benedict XVI something that occurred many �mes throughout these 
devastated countries under Communist rule.  The people, whose priest had been 
killed or taken away, were now le� with no priest to bring them the Sacraments.  
So, they would some�mes take the priest’s stole, and keep it with them as a 
reminder of his priestly ministry.  And some�mes, they would gather together as 
many of them as possible, and go to the ruins of an altar in one of the destroyed 
churches, or at �mes, they’d go to the cemetery where they knew the priest was 
buried.  And they’d place the stole either on the broken altar, or upon the priest’s 
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grave.  Then they would recite the words of the Mass together, as best they could 
remember them.  When they came to the Words of Consecra�on, they would all 
fall silent and weep.  This simple, but profound act, betrayed not only the deep 
and abiding faith of the People of God, but the irreplaceable reality of Christ’s 
Priesthood in their midst, which they innately knew, through the Stole which 
united them in spirit with their Priest.   

  

How privileged we all are that we can come to Mass any�me, on any day, and 
have in our very midst, the Presence of Christ in the Sacraments, most especially 
in the Holy Eucharist and in the Sacrament of Penance----all because we have our 
priests.  And today, my dear brother Jack, it is because you heard Jesus’ call to 
your heart years ago, changed direc�ons in your life plan at that point, and 
responded to Jesus’ “Call”, that you are now ready to give yourself---body, mind 
and spirit---to be a Priest of Jesus Christ.   

This very special Ordina�on Day, on the Eve of Pentecost, is truly a “new 
Pentecost” for you as the Holy Spirit will come upon you in a powerful way, so that 
you will be able to take up the Great Commission that Jesus gave the Church as He 
ascended to Heaven, to “go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.”  And you, our en�re Diocese, and the 
whole world rejoices in Jesus’ final Promise: “And behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the Age.” 

And so on this Pentecost Eve, we pray: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
Faithful, enkindle within us the Fire of Your Love.”  May each of us---Bishop, 
priests, and people together---cooperate with that same Holy Spirit, renewing our 
hearts, and in the process, renewing the Face of the Earth. 

 


